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Austrian EU Presidency 2018: Chairing Europe at the crossroads 
 
In a few weeks Austria will take over the Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union for the third time after 1998 and 2006. In addition to the big and well-known 
topics such as security and migration, the multiannual financial framework from 2021 
onwards or the end of the Brexit negotiations, the debate on the future of the European 
Union will be prominently on the agenda. 
 
What will be the future of the EU and what kind of Union do we want? These are 
much-debated questions, to which - depending on your point of view - different 
answers can be given. In order to continue to be successful and to be accepted by the 
citizens, the EU must master the great challenges. Above all, the EU must ensure a 

continuous dialogue between its players, tackle the numerous political, economic and 
social crises, maintain prosperity and social protection, but also take a proactive stance 
on foreign and security issues. All this needs effective and efficient action at all levels, 
which, in turn, requires mutual trust. 
 
How can the Austrian Presidency succeed in strengthening mutual trust and reliability 
in a challenging and politically volatile environment? Especially the past crises showed 
us how quickly prejudices that were believed to have been overcome emerged with 
new strength. Can the Austrian Presidency in six months manage to set the course for 
a modern EU that is fit for the future challenges and who are the strategically important 
partners with whom Austria should seek dialogue in order to pave the way for 
necessary reforms? 
 

 
Chair: Andrä Rupprechter, former Federal Minister for Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water Management, Principal Adviser at the General Secretariat of 
the Council of the European Union, Vienna/Brussels 
 
Keynote speeches: 
Lilyana Pavlova, Minister for the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union, Sofia  
 
Carsten Pillath, Director General, General Secretariat of the Council of the 
European Union, Brussels 
 
Alexander Schallenberg, Ambassador, Director General for Coordination at the 
Federal Chancellery of the Republic of Austria, Vienna 


