
“Doing less more efficiently!” 
Focusing on the essentials as a guiding principle for the future of Europe 

 
 
Shaping Europe in moving times is a demanding challenge. The European Union (EU) 
is currently confronted with numerous tests both internally and externally, such as the 
United Kingdom's departure from the EU, demanding negotiations concerning the 
upcoming Multiannual Financial Framework and the consequences of the migration 
crisis. However, numerous crises over the past years have shaken European citizens’ 
confidence in the EU. 
 
In this very challenging environment, Austria will take over the Presidency of the 
Council of the EU starting from the 1st of July 2018 and has six months to work together 
with its European partners on finding answers to our citizens’ concerns. 
 

Given the current challenges, Austria’s deliberations will be led by the motto “A Europe 
that protects”. In order to live up to this motto, Austria intends to strengthen the principle 
of subsidiarity. This means, that the EU should be big on big things and small on small 
things. The EU can make sure that our continent stays save, peaceful and 
economically strong by focussing on big issues, such as external policy, security 
questions and the protection of external borders. 
Regarding smaller issues, the European Union should step back, when regions or 
Member States are better placed to make decisions. In doing so, the EU could play on 
its strengths, but also live up to its motto “United in diversity” and respect the regional 
cultures and the rich diversity of Europe. 
 
This year’s edition of the Europa-Forum Wachau offers the possibility to debate with 
high-ranking international guests how focussing on the essentials could help us in 
successfully shaping Europe’s future.  
In addition, working groups offer space for citizens’ dialogues to discuss the citizens’ 
ideas for Europe’s future and to debate which actions are needed to make Europe 
more tangible and to bring it closer to its citizens. 
 


